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INTRODUCTION


In these few words, Paul describes salvation in a way that is very understandable. He says this salvation is proclaimed, personal, powerful, and perfect. After becoming a follower of Christ, he was passionate about his faith, as every child of God should be about God’s salvation. Let us listen in as Paul explains this salvation experience.
I.
SALVATION IS A PROCLAIMED EXPERIENCE.


“through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed”
1.
Most of us here today became believers after hearing the Gospel proclaimed.

2.
God chose “the foolishness” of preaching to save those who believe (1 Cor. 1:21).
In 1 Corinthians 1:18, Paul writes, “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

II.
SALVATION IS A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.


“forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you”

1. God’s call is not a group call for a group hug session.

2. Receiving forgiveness of sin requires personal response to the message.

In Romans 10:9, Paul writes, “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
III.
SALVATION IS A POWERFUL EXPERIENCE.


“Through him everyone who believes is justified”

1. God’s message of salvation offers forgiveness of sin to everyone.
In Romans 10:13, Paul writes, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
2. The persons who believe are justified—“just-as-if-I’d” never sinned (born again).

In John 3:3, Jesus said to Nicodemus, “No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”

Please remember that this justification occurs through Him, not through our efforts.
IV.
SALVATION IS A PERFECT EXPERIENCE.

“justified from everything”

1. Justification is a result of repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ.
2. Justification occurs because all of our sins have been completely forgiven.

In Hebrews 10:11-14, the writer says, “Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this priest [Jesus] had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God....by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.”

V.
SALVATION IS A PASSIONATE EXPERIENCE.


“I want you to know”
1. Paul had a burning desire to tell others about the salvation he had experienced.

2. Paul wanted others to share in the joy he experienced through Jesus Christ.

In Philippians 4:1, 4, Paul writes, “Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and my crown...stand firm in the Lord, dear friends.... Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!”
CONCLUSION


Paul is excited about the salvation he received “through Jesus.” He wants others to share in that experience and know the same joy he has. His explanation should excite us, too! Forgiveness of sin justifies us in all ways through the shed blood of Jesus Christ!

“I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart.

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart, down in my heart to stay!”
